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In famously beautiful and laconic prose, Jean-Jacques Rousseau presents us with a forceful picture of a
democratic society, in which we live together as free and equal, and our politics focuses on the common
good. In Rousseau: A Free Community of Equals Joshua Cohen explains how the values of freedom,
equality, and community all work together as parts of the democratic ideal expressed in Rousseau's
conception of the "society of the general will". The book also explains Rousseau's anti-Augustinian and anti-
Hobbesian idea that we are naturally good, shows why Rousseau thinks it is reasonable for us to endorse that
idea, and discusses how our natural goodness might make a free community of equals possible for us. And
Cohen examines in detail Rousseau's picture of the institutions of a democratic society: why he emphasized
the importance of political participation, how he argued against extreme inequalities, and what led him to
embrace a civil religion as necessary for the society of the general will. This book provides an analytical and
critical appraisal of Rousseau's political thought that, while frank about its limits, also explains its enduring
power.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Higgins:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Rousseau: A Free
Community of Equals (Founders of Modern Political and Social Thought) is our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

James Smith:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources in
it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be smart in getting any
information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can help people out of
this uncertainty Information particularly this Rousseau: A Free Community of Equals (Founders of Modern
Political and Social Thought) book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Philip Newman:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Rousseau: A Free
Community of Equals (Founders of Modern Political and Social Thought) suitable to you? Typically the
book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled Rousseau: A Free Community of Equals
(Founders of Modern Political and Social Thought)is the main one of several books in which everyone read
now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple
way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Lloyd North:

Rousseau: A Free Community of Equals (Founders of Modern Political and Social Thought) can be one of
your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into
joy arrangement in writing Rousseau: A Free Community of Equals (Founders of Modern Political and
Social Thought) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial considering.
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