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People everywhere have attempted to change their bodies in an effort to meet their cultural standards of
beauty, as well as their religious and/or social obligations. Often times, this modification or adornment of
their bodies is part of the complex process of creating and re-creating personal and social identities. Body
painting has probably been practiced since the Paleolithic as archaeological evidence indicates, and the
earliest human evidence of tattooing goes back to the Neolithic with mummies found in Europe, Central
Asia, the Andes and the Middle East. Adornments such as jewelry have been found in the earliest human
graves and bodies unearthed from five thousand years ago show signs of intentional head shaping. It is clear
that adorning and modifying the body is a central human practice. Over 200 entries address the major
adornments and modifications, their historical and cross-cultural locations, and the major cultural groups and
places in which body modification has been central to social and cultural practices. This encyclopedia also
includes background information on the some of the central figures involved in creating and popularizing
tattooing, piercing, and other body modifications in the modern world. Finally, the book addresses some of
the major theoretical issues surrounding the temporary and permanent modification of the body, the laws and
customs regarding the marking of the body, and the social movements that have influenced or embraced
body modification, and those which have been affected by it.

All cultures everywhere have attempted to change their body in an attempt to meet their cultural standards of
beauty, as well as their religious and or social obligations. In addition, people modify and adorn their bodies
as part of the complex process of creating and re-creating their personal and social identities. Body painting
has probably been practiced since the Paleolithic as archaeological evidence indicates, and the earliest human
evidence of tattooing goes back to the Neolithic with mummies found in Europe, Central Asia, the Andes
and the Middle East. Adornments such as jewelry have been found in the earliest human graves and bodies
unearthed from five thousand years ago show signs of intentional head shaping. It is clear that adorning and
modifying the body is a central human practice. Over 200 entries address the major adornments and
modifications, their historical and cross-cultural locations, and the major cultural groups and places in which
body modification has been central to social and cultural practices. This encyclopedia also includes
background information on the some of the central figures involved in creating and popularizing tattooing,
piercing, and other body modifications in the modern world. Finally, the book addresses some of the major
theoretical issues surrounding the temporary and permanent modification of the body, the laws and customs
regarding the marking of the body, and the social movements that have influenced or embraced body
modification, and those which have been affected by it.

Entries include, acupuncture, amputation, Auschwitz, P.T. Barnum, the Bible, body dysmorphic disorder,
body piercing, branding, breast augmentation and reduction, Betty Broadbent, castration, Christianity, cross
dressers, Dances Sacred and Profane, Egypt, female genital mutilation, foot binding, freak shows, genetic
engineering, The Great Omi, Greco-Roman world, henna, infibulation, legislation & regulation, lip plates,
medical tattooing, Meso-America, military tattoos, National Tattoo Association, nose piercing, obesity,
permanent makeup, primitivism, prison tattooing, punk, rites of passage, scalpelling, silicone injections,
Stalking Cat, suspensions, tanning, tattoo reality shows, tattooing, Thailand, transgender, tribalism.
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From reader reviews:

William Grant:

The book Encyclopedia of Body Adornment can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book Encyclopedia of
Body Adornment? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can
give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these.
Book Encyclopedia of Body Adornment has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Neil Dussault:

The experience that you get from Encyclopedia of Body Adornment could be the more deep you looking the
information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to be aware of but Encyclopedia of Body Adornment giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We advise you for having this particular Encyclopedia of Body Adornment instantly.

Otis Key:

The guide with title Encyclopedia of Body Adornment includes a lot of information that you can study it.
You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in
this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can
read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Debra Davin:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several
books in the top list in your reading list will be Encyclopedia of Body Adornment. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.
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