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From the rediscovery of Alfred North Whitehead’s work to the rise of new materialist thought, including
object-oriented ontology, there has been a rapid turn toward speculation in philosophy as a way of moving
beyond solely human perceptions of nature and existence. Now Steven Shaviro maps this quickly emerging
speculative realism, which is already dramatically influencing how we interpret reality and our place in a
universe in which humans are not the measure of all things.

The Universe of Things explores the common insistence of speculative realism on a noncorrelationist
thought: that things or objects exist apart from how our own human minds relate to and comprehend them.
Shaviro focuses on how Whitehead both anticipates and offers challenges to prevailing speculative realist
thought, moving between Whitehead’s own panpsychism, Harman’s object-oriented ontology, and the
reductionist eliminativism of Quentin Meillassoux and Ray Brassier.

The stakes of this recent speculative realist thought—of the effort to develop new ways of grasping the
world—are enormous as it becomes clear that our inherited assumptions are no longer adequate to describe,
much less understand, the reality we experience around us. As Shaviro acknowledges, speculative realist
thought has its dangers, but it also, like the best speculative fiction, holds the potential to liberate us from
confining views of what is outside ourselves and, he believes, to reclaim aesthetics and beauty as a principle
of life itself.

Bringing together a wide array of contemporary thought, and evenhandedly assessing its current debates, The
Universe of Things is an invaluable guide to the evolution of speculative realism and the provocation of
Alfred North Whitehead’s pathbreaking work.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Frame:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for people. The book The Universe of Things: On Speculative Realism
(Posthumanities) seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide The Universe of Things: On Speculative Realism
(Posthumanities) is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all
the book The Universe of Things: On Speculative Realism (Posthumanities). You never really feel lose out
for everything in case you read some books.

Donald Foster:

Here thing why that The Universe of Things: On Speculative Realism (Posthumanities) are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Universe of Things: On Speculative Realism
(Posthumanities) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there
is no reserve that similar with The Universe of Things: On Speculative Realism (Posthumanities). It gives
you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in
your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form
of The Universe of Things: On Speculative Realism (Posthumanities) in e-book can be your option.

Miranda Durkee:

Typically the book The Universe of Things: On Speculative Realism (Posthumanities) has a lot associated
with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read
you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Rena Campbell:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. The Universe of Things: On Speculative Realism (Posthumanities) can be your answer because it
can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.
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