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In The Sruggle for America’s Promise, Claire Goldstene seeks to untangle one of the enduring idealsin
American history, that of economic opportunity. She explores the varied discourses about its meaning during
the upheavals and corporate consolidations of the Gilded Age. Some proponents of equal opportunity seek to
promote upward financial mobility by permitting more people to participate in the economic sphere thereby
rewarding merit over inherited wealth. Others use opportunity as a mechanism to maintain economic
inequality. This tension, embedded with the idea of equal opportunity itself and continually reaffirmed by
immigrant populations, animated social dissent among urban workers while simultaneously serving efforts
by business elites to counter such dissent.

Goldstene uses a biographical approach to focus on key figures along a spectrum of political belief as they
struggled to reconcile the inherent contradictions of equal opportunity. She considers the efforts of Booker T.
Washington in a post—Civil War South to ground opportunity in landownership as an attempt to confront the
intersection of race and class. She also explores the determination of the Knights of Labor to define
opportunity in terms of controlling one’s own labor. She looks at the attempts by Samuel Gompers through
the American Federation of Labor aswell as by business elites through the National Association of
Manufacturers and the National Civic Federation to shift the focus of opportunity to leisure and
consumption. The Sruggle for America’s Promise also includes such radical figures as Edward Bellamy and
Emma Goldman, who were more willing to step beyond the boundaries of the discourse about opportunity
and question economic competition itself.
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From reader reviews:
Virginia Mack:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read abook. They are really reading whatever
they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you should have this The Struggle for America's Promise: Equal Opportunity at the Dawn of Corporate
Capital.

Nancy Collins:

Now aday those who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Struggle for America's Promise:
Equal Opportunity at the Dawn of Corporate Capital book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge.
Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Francisco Garcia;

The particular book The Struggle for America's Promise: Equal Opportunity at the Dawn of Corporate
Capital hasalot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of gain. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. That book
very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Rebbecca Farley:

The Struggle for America's Promise: Equal Opportunity at the Dawn of Corporate Capital can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing The Struggle for America's Promise: Equal Opportunity at the Dawn of Corporate
Capital although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial pondering.
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