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For more than a century, the term "Main Street" has conjured up nostalgic images of American small-town
life. Representations exist all around us, from fiction and film to the architecture of shopping malls and
Disneyland. All the while, the nation has become increasingly diverse, exposing tensions within this ideal. In
The Death and Life of Main Street, Miles Orvell wrestles with the mythic allure of the small town in all its
forms, illustrating how Americans continue to reinscribe these images on real places in order to forge
consensus about inclusion and civic identity, especially in times of crisis.
Orvell underscores the fact that Main Street was never what it seemed; it has always been much more
complex than it appears, as he shows in his discussions of figures like Sinclair Lewis, Willa Cather, Frank
Capra, Thornton Wilder, Margaret Bourke-White, and Walker Evans. He argues that translating the overly
tidy cultural metaphor into real spaces--as has been done in recent decades, especially in the new urbanist
planned communities of Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk and Andres Duany--actually diminishes the communitarian
ideals at the center of this nostalgic construct. Orvell investigates the way these tensions play out in a variety
of cultural realms and explores the rise of literary and artistic traditions that deliberately challenge the tropes
and assumptions of small-town ideology and life.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Vasquez:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name The Death and Life of
Main Street: Small Towns in American Memory, Space, and Community suitable to you? The book was
written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Death and Life of Main Street: Small
Towns in American Memory, Space, and Communityis the main of several books that everyone read now.
This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that
you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people
can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Elizabeth Bello:

The particular book The Death and Life of Main Street: Small Towns in American Memory, Space, and
Community will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is
very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book The Death and
Life of Main Street: Small Towns in American Memory, Space, and Community is much recommended to
you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the
book.

Manuel Rose:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Death and Life of Main Street: Small Towns in American Memory,
Space, and Community why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will
not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Linda Justice:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and The Death and Life of Main Street: Small Towns
in American Memory, Space, and Community or maybe others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was
created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Death and Life of Main
Street: Small Towns in American Memory, Space, and Community to make your spare time more colorful.
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