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Vivid, mysterious and unforgettable, The Butterfly Cabinet is Bernie McGill’s engrossing portrayal of the
dark history that intertwines two lives. Inspired by a true story of the death of the daughter of an aristocratic
Irish family at the end of the nineteenth century, McGill powerfully tells this tale of two women whose lives
will become upended by a newly told secret.

The events begin when Maddie McGlade, a former nanny now in her nineties, receives a letter from the last
of her charges and realizes that the time has come to unburden herself of a secret she has kept for over
seventy years: what really happened on the last day in the life of Charlotte Ormond, the four-year-old only
daughter of the big house where Maddie was employed as a young woman. It is to Charlotte’s would-be
niece, Anna—pregnant with her first—that Maddie will tell her story as she nears the end of her life in a
lonely nursing home in Northern Ireland.

The book unfolds in chapters that alternate between Maddie’s story and the prison diaries of Charlotte’s
mother, Harriet, who had been held responsible for her daughter’s death. As Maddie confesses the truth to
Anna, she unravels the Ormonds’ complex family history, and also details her own life, marked by poverty,
fear, sacrifice and lies. In stark contrast to Maddie is the misunderstood, haughty and yet surprisingly lyrical
voice of Harriet’s prison diaries, which Maddie has kept hidden for decades. Motherhood came no more
easily to Harriet than did her role as mistress of a far-flung Irish estate. Proud and uncompromising, she is
passionate about riding horses and collecting butterflies to store in her prized cabinet. When her only
daughter, Charlotte, dies, allegedly as the result of Harriet’s punitive actions, the community is quick to
condemn her and send her to prison for the killing. Unwilling to stoop to defend herself and too absorbed in
her own world of strict rules and repressed desires, she accepts the cruel destiny that is beyond her control
even as, paradoxically, it sets her free.

The result of this unusual duet is a haunting novel full of frightening silences and sorrowful absences that
build toward the unexpected, chilling truth.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Larson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title The Butterfly Cabinet:
A Novel suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled
The Butterfly Cabinet: A Novelis the main of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help
you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Amanda Despain:

The book untitled The Butterfly Cabinet: A Novel is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see
the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research when write
the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might
get the e-book of The Butterfly Cabinet: A Novel from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Sherry Duncan:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is The Butterfly Cabinet: A Novel this e-book consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation
when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Amy Quist:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. On
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the The Butterfly Cabinet: A Novel when you needed it?
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