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In this highly origina work, Thomas D. Wilson offers surprising new insights into the origins of the political
storms we witness today. Wilson connects the Ashley Cooper Plan--a seventeenth-century model for awell-
ordered society imagined by Anthony Ashley Cooper (1st Earl of Shaftesbury) and his protege John Locke--
to current debates about views on climate change, sustainable development, urbanism, and professional
expertisein general. In doing so, he examines the ways that the city design, political culture, ideology, and
governing structures of the Province of Carolina have shaped political acts and public policy evenin the
present. Wilson identifies one of the fundamental paradoxes of American history: although Ashley Cooper
and Locke based their model of rational planning on assumptions of equality, the lure of profits to be had
from slaveholding soon undermined its utopian qualities. Wilson argues that in the transition to aslave
society, the "Gothic" framework of the Carolina Fundamental Constitutions was stripped of its original
imperative of class reciprocity, reverberating in American politics to this day.

Reflecting on contemporary culture, Wilson argues that the nation's urban-rural divide rooted in this earlier
period has corrosively influenced American character, pitting one demographic segment against another.
While illuminating the political philosophies of Ashley Cooper and Locke as they relate to cities, Wilson
also provides those currently under attack by antiurbanists--from city plannersto climate scientists--with a
deeper understanding of the intellectual origins of a divided Americaand the long history that reinforcesit.
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From reader reviews:
Beverly Dewitt:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to make
al of them keep up with the erawhich can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to an individual isyou don't know which you should start with. This The Ashley Cooper Plan: The Founding
of Carolina and the Origins of Southern Political Culture is our recommendation to make you keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Steven Ellison:

Often the book The Ashley Cooper Plan: The Founding of Carolina and the Origins of Southern Political
Culture has alot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of gain. The
book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book.
This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Eleanor Abney:

The Ashley Cooper Plan: The Founding of Carolina and the Origins of Southern Political Culture can be one
of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has
good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article author giving hisher effort to put every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing The Ashley Cooper Plan: The Founding of Carolina and the Origins of Southern
Political Culture yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into fresh
stage of crucia thinking.

Suzanne Ferris:

The book untitled The Ashley Cooper Plan: The Founding of Carolina and the Origins of Southern Political
Culture contain alot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The
language is very simpleto implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item.
The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. It
is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the
book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their
official web-site in addition to order it. Have anice read.
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