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Award-winning nature writer John Leland offers a collection of twenty-seven short, poetic essays that marry
science and the humanities as the author seeks meaning in trees. Readings in Wood is an investigation of
trees and forests and also of wood as a material that people have found essential in the creation of society
and culture. Leland views with wit and erudition the natural world and the curious place of human beings as
saviors and destroyers of this world.

At once personal memoir, natural history, and cultural criticism, the book reflects Leland’s idiosyncratic
vision. In one essay Leland asks the trees, “Do you, like us, rejoice in sunny days, dance with the wind, and
blush to have your sexual desires known by prurient passersby? Why, like us, do you torture yourselves
reaching for a heaven beyond your grasp? Why twist yourselves so that your grain becomes a record of your
grief? What mystic patterns of science, math, and religion hide in your whirls of leaf and branch?”

As vast as a forest, topics range from tree grain and leaf shape to economic theories, mathematics, and
engineering. Readings in Wood is a hybrid testament of science, faith, superstition, and disbelief learned
from sitting on tree trunks and peering at leaves and fungi. Leland hopes others will join him in nature’s
classroom. Quite aware of the irony, he reminds us, “These leaves you desultorily turn over once hung in a
green wood gone to make this book. Touching a book, you touch a tree. I pray that Readings in Wood’s
essays, touching you, may justify in some small way the trees who died in their making.”
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From reader reviews:

Alberto Holbrook:

Within other case, little people like to read book Readings in Wood: What the Forest Taught Me. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of
book Readings in Wood: What the Forest Taught Me. You can add information and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From
your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is
called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Homer Anderson:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Readings in Wood: What the Forest Taught Me book is readable
through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
involving Readings in Wood: What the Forest Taught Me content conveys objective easily to understand by
many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So ,
do you continue to thinking Readings in Wood: What the Forest Taught Me is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Cynthia Olson:

Beside this particular Readings in Wood: What the Forest Taught Me in your phone, it can give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Readings in Wood: What the Forest Taught Me because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book
and also read it from currently!

David Saenz:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This publication Readings in Wood: What the Forest Taught Me was filled in relation to
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to
read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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