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Explaining the Cosmos analyzes the writings of three thinkers associated with Gaza: Aeneas, Zacharias and
Procopius. Together, they offer a case study for the appropriation, adaptation, and transformation of classical
philosophy in late antiquity, and for cultural transitions more generally in Gaza. Aeneas claimed that the
"Academy and Lyceum" had been transferred to Gaza. This book asks what the cultural and intellectual
characteristics of the Gazan "Academies" were, and how members of the schools mixed with local cultures
of Christians, philosophers, rhetoricians and monks from the local monasteries.

Aeneas, Zacharias and Procopius each contributed to debates about the creation and eternity of the world,
which ran from the Neoplatonist Proclus into the sixth-century disputes between Philoponus, Simplicius and
Cosmas Indicopleustes. The Gazan contribution is significant in its own right, highlighting distinctive
aspects of late-antique Christianity, and it throws the later philosophical debates into sharper relief. Focusing
on the creation debates also allows for exploration of the local cultures that constituted Gazan society in the
late-fifth and early-sixth centuries. Explaining the Cosmos further explores cultural dynamics in the Gazan
schools and monasteries and the wider cultural history of the city. The Gazans adapt and transform aspects of
Classical and Neoplatonic culture while rejecting Neoplatonic religious claims. The study also analyses the
Gazans' intellectual contributions in the context of Neoplatonism and early Christianity. The Gaza which
emerges from this study is a set of cultures in transition, mutually constituting and transforming each other
through a fugal pattern of exchange, adaptation, conflict and collaboration.
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From reader reviews:

Toby Terry:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for people. The book Explaining the Cosmos: Creation and Cultural
Interaction in Late-Antique Gaza (Oxford Studies in Late Antiquity) had been making you to know about
other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book
Explaining the Cosmos: Creation and Cultural Interaction in Late-Antique Gaza (Oxford Studies in Late
Antiquity) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the
book Explaining the Cosmos: Creation and Cultural Interaction in Late-Antique Gaza (Oxford Studies in
Late Antiquity). You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Dennis Stclair:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Explaining the Cosmos:
Creation and Cultural Interaction in Late-Antique Gaza (Oxford Studies in Late Antiquity) suitable to you?
Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Explaining the
Cosmos: Creation and Cultural Interaction in Late-Antique Gaza (Oxford Studies in Late Antiquity)is the
main of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world.
When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of
this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Mitchell Smith:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their own
friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the book untitled Explaining the Cosmos: Creation and Cultural Interaction in Late-
Antique Gaza (Oxford Studies in Late Antiquity) can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity
to you.

Gerald Kelly:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing



when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
definitely Explaining the Cosmos: Creation and Cultural Interaction in Late-Antique Gaza (Oxford Studies in
Late Antiquity).
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