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Before the First Opium War (1839–1842), China had control over the terms of its relationship with Western
powers, refusing to grant foreigners extraterritorial privileges or sign international treaties fully recognizing
their political status. This dynamic has been largely overlooked in prior studies that emphasize China’s
semicolonial vulnerability after the First Opium War, but it has important implications for the attitudes and
policies that have dominated Sino-Western relations over the past three centuries. Li Chen draws a richly
textured portrait of Sino-Western relations during the century before 1843. Focusing on the role of law in
Sino-Western encounters, Chen brings fresh insight to the legal disputes, cultural borrowings, and heated
negotiations over imperial interests and sovereignty that profoundly shaped Sino-Western conduct in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Western empires endured numerous contradictions, humiliations, and
anxieties while maintaining a profitable relationship with the Chinese. This book captures the cultural impact
of the ever-shifting balance of economic and political power on the self-imagination of Euroamerican and
Chinese actors in their contact zones and beyond. In a narrative populated with Manchu governors, Dutch
merchants, American missionaries, Russian Sinologists, French philosophers, Portuguese settlers, and British
politicians, Chen investigates the forces that created, contested, and normalized imperial ideology, national
sovereignty, cultural tradition, and international order in a critical era. His findings contribute to recent
debates on liberalism, humanism, sentimental imperialism, Orientalism, international law, and identity
politics.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Patton:

Here thing why this specific Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics
(Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
tasty as food or not. Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics (Studies
of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Chinese Law in Imperial
Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute,
Columbia University). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere
like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
paper book maybe the form of Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural
Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) in e-book can be your
choice.

Cynthia Campbell:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes:
Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia
University), you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to
as reading friends.

Kevin Williams:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes:
Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia
University) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you may pick Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and
Transcultural Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) become your
own starter.



Patrick Austin:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes:
Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia
University) is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not
include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to
read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.
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