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The Modern Age examines the discourses that have come to characterize adolescence and argues that
commonplace views of adolescents as impulsive, conflicted, and rebellious are constructions inspired by
broader cultural anxieties that characterized American society in early-twentieth-century America.

The idea of adolescence, argues Kent Baxter, came into being because it fulfilled specific historical and
cultural needs: to define a quickly expanding segment of the population, and to express concerns associated
with the movement into a new era. Adolescence—a term that had little currency before 1900 and made a
sudden and pronounced appearance in a wide variety of discourses thereafter—is a “modern age” not only
because it sprung from changes in American society that are synonymous with modernity, but also because it
came to represent all that was threatening about “modern life.”

Baxter provides a preliminary history of adolescence, focusing specifically on changes in the American
educational system and the creation of the juvenile justice system that carved out a developmental space
between the child and the adult. He looks at the psychological works of G. Stanley Hall and the
anthropological works of Margaret Mead and explores what might have inspired their markedly negative
descriptions of this new demographic. He examines the rise of the Woodcraft Indian youth movement and its
promotion of “red skin” values while also studying the proliferation of off-reservation boarding schools for
Native American youth, where educators attempted to eradicate the very “red skin” values promoted by the
Woodcraft movement.

Finally Baxter studies reading at the turn of the century, focusing specifically on Horatio Alger (the Ragged
Dick series) and Edward Stratemeyer (the Tom Swift, Nancy Drew, and Hardy Boys series) and what those
works reveal about the “problem” of adolescence and its solutions in terms of value, both economic and
moral.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Adkins:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
really feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the The
Modern Age: Turn-of-the-Century American Culture and the Invention of Adolescence is kind of publication
which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Margaret Wynkoop:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long
to reading a guide. The book The Modern Age: Turn-of-the-Century American Culture and the Invention of
Adolescence it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-
book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book features high quality.

Susan Frame:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Modern Age: Turn-of-the-Century
American Culture and the Invention of Adolescence publication written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question
The Modern Age: Turn-of-the-Century American Culture and the Invention of Adolescence as good book
not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its
handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Nancy Royals:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,



comics, and soon. The The Modern Age: Turn-of-the-Century American Culture and the Invention of
Adolescence provide you with new experience in studying a book.
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