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“There is something of a paradox about our access to ancient Greek religion. We know too much, and too
little. The materials that bear on it far outreach an individual’s capacity to assimilate: so many casual
allusions in so many literary texts over more than a millennium, so many direct or indirect references in so
many inscriptions from so many places in the Greek world, such an overwhelming abundance of physical
remains. But genuinely revealing evidence does not often cluster coherently enough to create a vivid sense of
the religious realities of a particular time and place. Amid a vast archipelago of scattered islets of
information, only a few are of a size to be habitable.”—from the PrefaceIn On Greek Religion, Robert Parker
offers a provocative and wide-ranging entrée into the world of ancient Greek religion, focusing especially on
the interpretive challenge of studying a religious system that in many ways remains desperately alien from
the vantage point of the twenty-first century. One of the world’s leading authorities on ancient Greek
religion, Parker raises fundamental methodological questions about the study of this vast subject. Given the
abundance of evidence we now have about the nature and practice of religion among the ancient
Greeks—including literary, historical, and archaeological sources—how can we best exploit that evidence
and agree on the central underlying issues? Is it possible to develop a larger, “unified” theoretical framework
that allows for coherent discussions among archaeologists, anthropologists, literary scholars, and historians?
In seven thematic chapters, Parker focuses on key themes in Greek religion: the epistemological basis of
Greek religion; the relation of ritual to belief; theories of sacrifice; the nature of gods and heroes; the
meaning of rituals, festivals, and feasts; and the absence of religious authority. Ranging across the archaic,
classical, and Hellenistic periods, he draws on multiple disciplines both within and outside classical studies.
He also remains sensitive to varieties of Greek religious experience. Also included are five appendixes in
which Parker applies his innovative methodological approach to particular cases, such as the acceptance of
new gods and the consultation of oracles. On Greek Religion will stir debate for its bold questioning of
disciplinary norms and for offering scholars and students new points of departure for future research.
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From reader reviews:

Therese McGaha:

This On Greek Religion (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology) are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this On Greek Religion (Cornell Studies in Classical
Philology) can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this On Greek Religion (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology) forcing you to have
an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Debbie Siegel:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent all day every day to reading a book. The book On Greek Religion (Cornell Studies in Classical
Philology) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but
this book possesses high quality.

Shirley Drago:

The reason? Because this On Greek Religion (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
gains than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So
, still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Dixie Jones:

You will get this On Greek Religion (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology) by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It



is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.
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