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For West Papua and its people, the promise of sovereignty has never been realized, despite a long and
fraught struggle for independence from Indonesia. In Laughing at Leviathan, Danilyn Rutherford examines
this struggle through a series of interlocking essays that drive at the core meaning of sovereignty itself—how
it is fueled, formed, and even thwarted by pivotal but often overlooked players: those that make up an
audience. Whether these players are citizens, missionaries, competing governmental powers,
nongovernmental organizations, or the international community at large, Rutherford shows how a complex
interplay of various observers is key to the establishment and understanding of the sovereign nation-state.

 

Drawing on a wide array of sources, from YouTube videos to Dutch propaganda to her own fieldwork
observations, Rutherford draws the history of Indonesia, empire, and postcolonial nation-building into a
powerful examination of performance and power. Ultimately she revises Thomas Hobbes, painting a picture
of the Leviathan not as a coherent body but a fragmented one distributed across a wide range of both real and
imagined spectators. In doing so, she offers an important new approach to the understanding of political
struggle.
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From reader reviews:

Tammy Booker:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Laughing at Leviathan: Sovereignty and Audience in West Papua
(Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning). Try to face the book Laughing at Leviathan: Sovereignty and
Audience in West Papua (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) as your pal. It means that it can for being
your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by
the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Ann Goddard:

The book Laughing at Leviathan: Sovereignty and Audience in West Papua (Chicago Studies in Practices of
Meaning) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject.
If you can make studying a book Laughing at Leviathan: Sovereignty and Audience in West Papua (Chicago
Studies in Practices of Meaning) to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like
open and read a book Laughing at Leviathan: Sovereignty and Audience in West Papua (Chicago Studies in
Practices of Meaning). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Patricia Dennis:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Laughing at
Leviathan: Sovereignty and Audience in West Papua (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) is kind of
book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Jack Bell:

Laughing at Leviathan: Sovereignty and Audience in West Papua (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning)
can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put
every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Laughing at Leviathan: Sovereignty and Audience in



West Papua (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) although doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.
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