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American historians such as Frederick Jackson Turner have argued that the West has been the region that
most clearly defines American democracy and the national ethos. Throughout the twentieth century, the
"frontier thesis" influenced film and television producers who used the West as a backdrop for an array of
dramatic explorations of America's history and the evolution of its culture and values. The common themes
found in Westerns distinguish the genre as a quintessentially American form of dramatic art. In Hollywood's
West, Peter C. Rollins, John E. O'Connor, and the nation's leading film scholars analyze popular conceptions
of the frontier as a fundamental element of American history and culture. This volume examines classic
Western films and programs that span nearly a century, from Cimarron (1931) to Turner Network
Television's recent made-for-TV movies. Many of the films discussed here are considered among the
greatest cinematic landmarks of all time. The essays highlight the ways in which Westerns have both shaped
and reflected the dominant social and political concerns of their respective eras. While Cimarron challenged
audiences with an innovative, complex narrative, other Westerns of the early sound era such as The Great
Meadow (1931) frequently presented nostalgic visions of a simpler frontier era as a temporary diversion
from the hardships of the Great Depression. Westerns of the 1950s reveal the profound uncertainty cast by
the cold war, whereas later Westerns display heightened violence and cynicism, products of a society marred
by wars, assassinations, riots, and political scandals. The volume concludes with a comprehensive
filmography and an informative bibliography of scholarly writings on the Western genre. This collection will
prove useful to film scholars, historians, and both devoted and casual fans of the Western genre. Hollywood's
West makes a significant contribution to the understanding of both the historic American frontier and its
innumerable popular representations.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Bloom:

In other case, little folks like to read book Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film, Television,
and History. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a book Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film, Television, and History. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Edward Brown:

The reserve with title Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film, Television, and History has lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new
era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Tracy Zapata:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in
the top listing in your reading list is definitely Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film,
Television, and History. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Sheila Dickerson:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film, Television, and History
can make you experience more interested to read.
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