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Seminar paper from the year 2014 in the subject American Studies - Miscellaneous, grade: 2,0, Johannes
Gutenberg University Mainz, language: English, abstract: The spectacular but controversial film "The Birth
of a Nation", written in 1915 and directed by a white supremacist D.W. Griffith, was “hailed as a picture
without peer” and praised for being one of the most successful silent films by the audience of its time
(Rylance 1). At the same time, however, it became the subject of a great dispute over its racial politics.
Griffith, for example, partly denies critiques of racial implications in his film. Using black stereotypes in the
Birth, his main purpose was to depict the historical reality of the American past. His aim was revealed in the
following statement from the film: “This is an historical presentation of the Civil War and Reconstruction
Period, and is not meant to reflect on any race or people today” (1:28:13). Referring to the Jim Crow period,
when blacks were subordinated and exploited, Griffith intended “partly to show the undeserved and unearned
prosperity of blacks during Reconstruction” (Wallace 87). In other words, Griffith’s purpose was to
emphasize the supremacy and restored rule of the whites in the antebellum South.
This paper analyzes the black stereotypes in The Birth of a Nation. In particular, it is concerned with the
characters played in blackface such as the Uncle Tom, the Mammy, the Jezebel (Lydia Brown) and the
Brutal Black Buck (Sylas Lynch). It will examine how these character types fit to the black stereotypes
which existed since slavery and became popular in American life. Through an analysis of the characters, this
paper will also reveal Griffith’s position toward racial justice and American identity.
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From reader reviews:

William Johnson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably
you will require this From American History to Hollywood Screening. Black Stereotypes in Griffith's "The
Birth of a Nation".

Mark Whitten:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great along with important the book From American History to Hollywood
Screening. Black Stereotypes in Griffith's "The Birth of a Nation". All type of book is it possible to see on
many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Corey Johnson:

Here thing why this specific From American History to Hollywood Screening. Black Stereotypes in
Griffith's "The Birth of a Nation" are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. From
American History to Hollywood Screening. Black Stereotypes in Griffith's "The Birth of a Nation" giving
you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that
similar with From American History to Hollywood Screening. Black Stereotypes in Griffith's "The Birth of a
Nation". It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of From American History to Hollywood Screening. Black Stereotypes in
Griffith's "The Birth of a Nation" in e-book can be your choice.

Melissa Broussard:

You can get this From American History to Hollywood Screening. Black Stereotypes in Griffith's "The Birth
of a Nation" by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written
or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just
looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more



information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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