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'All women together ought to let flowers fall upon the tomb of Aphra Behn; for it was she who earned them
the right to speak their minds,' said Virginia Woolf. Yet that tomb, in Westminster Abbey, records one of the
few uncontested facts about this Restoration playwright, poet, novelist and spy: the date of her death, 16
April 1689. For the rest secrecy and duplicity are almost the key to her life. She loved codes, making and
breaking them; writing her life becomes a decoding of a passionate but playful woman.

Janet Todd draws on documents she has rediscovered in the Dutch archives, and on Behn's own writings, to
tell a story of court, diplomatic and sexual intrigue, and of the rise from humble origins of the first woman to
earn her living as a professional writer.

Aphra Behn's first notable employment was as a Royal spy in Holland; she had probably also spied in
Surinam. It was not until she was in her thirties that she published the first of the 19 plays and other works
which established her fame (though not riches) among her 'good, sweet, honey-candied readers'. Many of her
works were openly erotic, indeed as frank as anything by her friends Wycherley and Rochester. Some also
offered an inside view of court and political intrigues, and Todd reveals the historical scandals and legal
cases behind some of Behn's most famous 'fictions'.
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From reader reviews:

David Ochoa:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Secret Life of Aphra
Behn is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Peter White:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Secret Life of
Aphra Behn suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book
untitled The Secret Life of Aphra Behnis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all
of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Gail Cote:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
great deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is usually The Secret Life of Aphra Behn.

William Sam:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The The Secret Life of Aphra Behn provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.
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