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The Female Complaint is part of Lauren Berlant’s groundbreaking “national sentimentality” project charting
the emergence of the U.S. political sphere as an affective space of attachment and identification. In this book,
Berlant chronicles the origins and conventions of the first mass-cultural “intimate public” in the United
States, a “women’s culture” distinguished by a view that women inevitably have something in common and
are in need of a conversation that feels intimate and revelatory. As Berlant explains, “women’s” books,
films, and television shows enact a fantasy that a woman’s life is not just her own, but an experience
understood by other women, no matter how dissimilar they are. The commodified genres of intimacy, such
as “chick lit,” circulate among strangers, enabling insider self-help talk to flourish in an intimate public.
Sentimentality and complaint are central to this commercial convention of critique; their relation to the
political realm is ambivalent, as politics seems both to threaten sentimental values and to provide certain
opportunities for their extension.

Pairing literary criticism and historical analysis, Berlant explores the territory of this intimate public sphere
through close readings of U.S. women’s literary works and their stage and film adaptations. Her
interpretation of Uncle Tom’s Cabin and its literary descendants reaches from Harriet Beecher Stowe to Toni
Morrison’s Beloved, touching on Shirley Temple, James Baldwin, and The Bridges of Madison County along
the way. Berlant illuminates different permutations of the women’s intimate public through her readings of
Edna Ferber’s Show Boat; Fannie Hurst’s Imitation of Life; Olive Higgins Prouty’s feminist melodrama Now,
Voyager; Dorothy Parker’s poetry, prose, and Academy Award–winning screenplay for A Star Is Born; the
Fay Weldon novel and Roseanne Barr film The Life and Loves of a She-Devil; and the queer, avant-garde
film Showboat 1988–The Remake. The Female Complaint is a major contribution from a leading
Americanist.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Reck:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed The Female Complaint:
The Unfinished Business of Sentimentality in American Culture? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Joseph Sutton:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a
lot of new data. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of several ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this The Female Complaint: The Unfinished Business of Sentimentality in American Culture, you
are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
the others, make them reading a publication.

Lyla Jackson:

This The Female Complaint: The Unfinished Business of Sentimentality in American Culture is great e-book
for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great arrange
word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole
data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having The Female Complaint: The Unfinished Business of Sentimentality in
American Culture in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in
which?

Beatrice Blakely:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Female Complaint: The



Unfinished Business of Sentimentality in American Culture which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's observe.
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