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A look at the voluntary sector in Japan, which has emerged strongly only in recent years.

The global discourse on civil society is both complicated and enriched in this participant study of Japan’s
volunteers, known as the third sector. In the wake of the Japanese government’s failed response to the 1995
earthquake, volunteers took the lead in providing aid to victims. This recent sea change in Japanese society
was quickly followed by the 1998 NPO Law (nonprofit organization law) that encourages third sector
activities. Drawing on his fieldwork at one of the new NPOs, Akihiro Ogawa explores in detail the social and
historical particularities of Japanese “civil society” or shimin shakai, revisiting how the concept is interpreted
and practiced by the volunteers themselves. Civil society, Ogawa argues, can best be understood as an active,
dynamic process rather than as a static, abstract model.

“…a welcome addition to the still scant ethnographic literature on Japan’s civil sector, providing an in-depth
and multi-dimensional look at the ways civil society organizations have been reimagined, mobilized and
constrained by the Japanese state and by its citizens … This book is especially valuable to the growing
number of practitioners in the fields of nonprofit management, voluntary action and social entrepreneurship.”
— Pacific Affairs

“Ogawa’s excellent study is particularly valuable because of its combination of ethnographic grounding and
analytical reach … His study raises important and uncomfortable questions about Japan’s civil society.” —
Japanese Studies

“…Ogawa challenges the notion that the third sector in Japan exists independent of the state … [and] offer[s]
fascinating insights into the state-civil society relations.” — Social Science Japan Journal

“Ogawa writes an interesting, provocative examination of the development of civil society in contemporary
Japan … This book will be of interest to students on non-Western civil society, scholars of contemporary
Japan and of social entrepreneurship, and research methodologists.” — CHOICE

“…Ogawa provides a fascinating account of contemporary Japanese civil society at the grass roots. His
careful and illuminating ethnography of a recently incorporated nonprofit organization (NPO) reveals
important insights into the changing nature of Japanese citizenship and the relationship between the
nonprofit sector and the state in contemporary Japan … a valuable addition to the growing literature on civil
society in Japan.” — Journal of Japanese Studies

“…Ogawa’s book provides a deep insight into contemporary Japan … This is an impressive study that is
truly multidisciplinary in its approach and analysis.” — Voluntas

“Akihiro Ogawa’s book is a timely and challenging ethnography of civil society in contemporary Japan.” —
Asian Anthropology

Akihiro Ogawa is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Japanese Studies at Stockholm University.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Jacobs:

Here thing why this particular The Failure of Civil Society?: The Third Sector and the State in Contemporary
Japan are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in
the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Failure of Civil Society?:
The Third Sector and the State in Contemporary Japan giving you information deeper since different ways,
you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Failure of Civil Society?: The
Third Sector and the State in Contemporary Japan. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your
personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you.
You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Failure of Civil Society?: The Third Sector
and the State in Contemporary Japan in e-book can be your option.

Jason Harden:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Failure of Civil Society?:
The Third Sector and the State in Contemporary Japan book since this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Bertha Morrison:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Failure of Civil Society?:
The Third Sector and the State in Contemporary Japan that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you can pick The Failure of Civil Society?: The Third Sector and the State in Contemporary
Japan become your starter.

Armida Shipman:

Beside this kind of The Failure of Civil Society?: The Third Sector and the State in Contemporary Japan in
your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people
live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Failure of Civil Society?: The Third Sector and the State



in Contemporary Japan because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes
have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this
in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from now!
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