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Style and the Single Girl by Hope Howell Hodgkins reveals how four very different single-girl novelists
employed modern modes to re-dress the traditional English marriage plot. In the first monograph to use
fashion theory and history to trace the literary progress of British women in later modernity, Hodgkins
argues that correspondences between a gendered sartorial style and a gendered literary style persisted
throughout the modern era. She demonstrates how those correspondences did not fade but became fraught as
women matured in the sharply gendered crucible of war.

 

Hodgkins delineates how in the 1920s and 1930s, popular novels by Dorothy Sayers and high-art fiction by
Jean Rhys used dress to comment wittily and bitterly on gender relations. During World War II, changes in
British Vogue and compromises made by the literary journal Horizon signaled the death of modernist styles,
as Elizabeth Bowen’s gender-bent wartime stories show. Then demure and reserved postwar styles—Dior’s
curvy New Look, the Movement’s understated literary irony—were intertwined in the fictions of Barbara
Pym and Muriel Spark, who re-dressed the novel with a vengeance. Whether fashioning detective fiction,
literary impressionism, or postwar comedy, these novelists used style in every sense to redefine that famous
question, “What do women want?”
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Rubio:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Style and the Single Girl: How Modern
Women Re-Dressed the Novel, 1922-1977 is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Dennis Jenkins:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is actually
Style and the Single Girl: How Modern Women Re-Dressed the Novel, 1922-1977.

Derick Heinz:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this book. This Style and the Single Girl: How
Modern Women Re-Dressed the Novel, 1922-1977 is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Lisa Keener:

You may get this Style and the Single Girl: How Modern Women Re-Dressed the Novel, 1922-1977 by go to
the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but also
can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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