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Have you ever wondered where rocking chairs came from, or why cheap plastic chairs are suddenly
everywhere?

In Now I Sit Me Down, the distinguished architect and writer Witold Rybczynski chronicles the history of the
chair from the folding stools of pharaonic Egypt to the ubiquitous stackable monobloc chairs of today. He
tells the stories of the inventor of the bentwood chair, Michael Thonet, and of the creators of the first
molded-plywood chair, Charles and Ray Eames. He reveals the history of chairs to be a social history--of
different ways of sitting, of changing manners and attitudes, and of varying tastes. The history of chairs is the
history of who we are. We learn how the ancient Chinese switched from sitting on the floor to sitting in a
chair, and how the iconic chair of Middle America--the Barcalounger--traces its roots back to the Bauhaus.
Rybczynski weaves a rich tapestry that draws on art and design history, personal experience, and historical
accounts. And he pairs these stories with his own delightful hand-drawn illustrations: colonial rockers and
English cabrioles, languorous chaise longues, and no-nonsense ergonomic task chairs--they're all here.

The famous Danish furniture designer Hans Wegner once remarked, "A chair is only finished when someone
sits in it." As Rybczynski tells it, the way we choose to sit and what we choose to sit on speak volumes about
our values, our tastes, and the things we hold dear.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Long:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Now I Sit Me Down: From Klismos
to Plastic Chair: A Natural History will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored.
It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book
with you?

Vivian Nava:

Often the book Now I Sit Me Down: From Klismos to Plastic Chair: A Natural History has a lot details on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Tammy Ely:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Now I Sit Me Down: From Klismos to Plastic Chair: A Natural History this
publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented
just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of
you.

Julio Huntsman:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Now I Sit Me Down: From Klismos to Plastic Chair: A Natural History can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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