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In Culture and Comfort Katherine C. Grier shows how the design and furnishings of the mid-nineteenth
century parlor reflected the self-image of the Victorian middle class. Parlors provided public facades for
formal occasions and represented an attempt to resolve the often opposing ideals of gentility and sincerity to
which American culture aspired. The book traces the fortunes of the parlor and its upholstery from its early
incarnations in “palace” hotels, railroad cars, steamships, and photographers' studios; through its mid-century
heyday, when even remote frontier homes could boast “suites” of red plush sofas and chairs; to its slow,
uneven metamorphosis into the more versatile living room. The author argues that even as the home
increasingly was seen as a haven from industralization and commercialization, its ties to industry and
commerce—in the form of more affordable, machine-made furniture and drapery—became stronger.

By the 1920s the parlor's decline signaled both a blurring of the Victorian distinctions between public and
private manners and the transfer of middle-class identity from the home to the automobile. Describing the
deportment a parlor required, the activities it sheltered, and the marketing and manufacturing breakthroughs
that made it available to all, Culture and Comfort reveals the full range of cultural messages conveyed by
nineteenth-century parlor materials.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Mack:

Here thing why this specific Culture and Comfort: Parlor Making and Middle-Class Identity, 1850-1930 are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in
the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Culture and Comfort: Parlor
Making and Middle-Class Identity, 1850-1930 giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can
find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with Culture and Comfort: Parlor Making and
Middle-Class Identity, 1850-1930. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes
about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can
easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Culture and Comfort: Parlor Making
and Middle-Class Identity, 1850-1930 in e-book can be your alternative.

Judith Judd:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Culture and Comfort: Parlor Making and Middle-Class Identity, 1850-1930 your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one application form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The Culture and Comfort: Parlor Making
and Middle-Class Identity, 1850-1930 giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to
try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Rebecca Dryden:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Culture
and Comfort: Parlor Making and Middle-Class Identity, 1850-1930 will give you new experience in looking
at a book.

Kathryn Hebert:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Culture and Comfort: Parlor Making and Middle-Class
Identity, 1850-1930 was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Culture and
Comfort: Parlor Making and Middle-Class Identity, 1850-1930 has many kinds or genre. Start from kids



until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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