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Alexander the Great, arguably the most exciting figure from antiquity, waged war as a Homeric hero and
lived as one, conquering native peoples and territories on a superhuman scale. From the time he invaded Asia
in 334 to his death in 323, he expanded the Macedonian empire from Greece in the west to Asia Minor, the
Levant, Egypt, Central Asia and "India" (Pakistan and Kashmir) in the east. Although many other kings and
generals forged empires, Alexander produced one that was without parallel, even if it was short-lived.

And yet, Alexander could not have achieved what he did without the accomplishments of his father, Philip II
(r. 359-336). It was Philip who truly changed the course of Macedonian history, transforming a weak,
disunited, and economically backward kingdom into a military powerhouse. A warrior king par excellence,
Philip left Alexander with the greatest army in the Greek world, a centralized monarchy, economic
prosperity, and a plan to invade Asia.

For the first time, By the Spear offers an exhilarating military narrative of the reigns of these two larger-
than-life figures in one volume. Ian Worthington gives full breadth to the careers of father and son, showing
how Philip was the architect of the Macedonian empire, which reached its zenith under Alexander, only to
disintegrate upon his death. By the Spear also explores the impact of Greek culture in the East, as
Macedonian armies became avatars of social and cultural change in lands far removed from the traditional
sphere of Greek influence. In addition, the book discusses the problems Alexander faced in dealing with a
diverse subject population and the strategies he took to what might be called nation building, all of which
shed light on contemporary events in culturally dissimilar regions of the world. The result is a gripping and
unparalleled account of the role these kings played in creating a vast empire and the enduring legacy they left
behind.
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Baker:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill
your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled By the Spear: Philip II, Alexander the Great,
and the Rise and Fall of the Macedonian Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization) can be great book to
read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Robert Ford:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love By the Spear: Philip II, Alexander the Great, and
the Rise and Fall of the Macedonian Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization), you could enjoy both. It is
fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Sylvia Silva:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This reserve By the Spear: Philip II, Alexander the Great, and the Rise and Fall of
the Macedonian Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization) was filled in relation to science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different
feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy
to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Elisabeth McBee:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this By the Spear: Philip II, Alexander the Great, and the Rise and Fall of the Macedonian



Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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