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Voices of Emancipation seeks to recover the lives and words of former slaves in vivid detail, mining the
case files of the U.S. Pension Bureau, which administered a huge pension system for Union veterans and
their survivors in the decades following the Civil War. The files contain an invaluable, first-hand perspective
of slavery, emancipation, black military service, and freedom. Moreover, as Pension Bureau examiners
began interviewing black Union veterans and their families shortly after the Civil War, the files are arguably
among the earliest sources of ex-slaves reflecting on their lives, occurring decades before better-known WPA
Slave Narratives of the 1930s took place.

Voices of Emancipation explores the words of former slaves topically, beginning with recollections of
slavery, moving on to experiences of military service in the Civil War, the transition to freedom, and finally
to reflections on marriage and family before and after emancipation. With an introduction that places the
pension files in context and presents the themes of the book, and historical commentary interwoven
throughout the excerpts of the interviews themselves, Elizabeth A. Regosin and Donald R. Shaffer
effectively introduce the files and the treasures they contain to students and general readers, but also provide
specialists with an indispensable research tool.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Richards:

This book untitled Voices of Emancipation: Understanding Slavery, the Civil War, and Reconstruction
through the U.S. Pension Bureau Files to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because
when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the
book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no
reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Rhonda Munoz:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lot
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It
can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is definitely Voices
of Emancipation: Understanding Slavery, the Civil War, and Reconstruction through the U.S. Pension
Bureau Files.

Ray Nicolas:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe
you answer can be Voices of Emancipation: Understanding Slavery, the Civil War, and Reconstruction
through the U.S. Pension Bureau Files why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning
the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Christopher Gobert:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Voices of Emancipation: Understanding Slavery, the Civil War, and
Reconstruction through the U.S. Pension Bureau Files this e-book consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he
makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.
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