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Essay from the year 2007 in the subject Sociology - Gender Studies, grade: 88%, University of Auckland
(Department of Sociology), course: Family, Women and the State, 24 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, abstract: Today, a number of medical technologies with varying degrees of accuracy are available
for pregnant women. The most widely used prenatal diagnostic technology is ultrasound. Until the mid 1980s
ultrasound was selectively offered to women with a high-risk pregnancy, but it is now considered a regular
feature of prenatal care that can benefit all pregnant women. The psychological effects of ultrasound on the
pregnancy experience have been widely explored and researchers found, that they are predominantly
positive. However, little has yet been said about sociological aspects of the influence of ultrasound on
women’s pregnancy experiences. Therefore, this essay seeks to explore this topic in a sociological
dimension, in order to answer the question, whether ultrasound is a benefit or a burden in regards to the
pregnancy experiences of women. The essay sheds light on how ultrasound can be used for ‘prenatal’ family
building as it allows the woman to involve her partner and members of the extended family in her pregnancy
experience. The essay goes on to argue, that besides the empowerment of women’s monopoly in family
building strategies by ultrasound, the increased level of medicalisation of pregnancy has disempowering
characteristics. After examining the influences of ultrasound at the women’s status, it will be argued that also
foetal images that have been influenced by ultrasound impact on women’s pregnancy experiences. I will
therefore discuss the ‘prenatal paradox’ of the construction of foetal personhood versus the image of the
foetus as a consumer commodity. The last part of the essay shows how ultrasound influences the medical and
societal view of having a disabled child in a time in which disability can be prevented by induced selective
abortion.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Scott:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book The routinised use of ultrasound: Blessing or burden in
women's pregnancy experiences?. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important a new book The routinised use of ultrasound: Blessing or burden in women's
pregnancy experiences?. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign
or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era,
we are able to open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

William Bixby:

This The routinised use of ultrasound: Blessing or burden in women's pregnancy experiences? book is
simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this
book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular The routinised use of ultrasound:
Blessing or burden in women's pregnancy experiences? without we comprehend teach the one who reading it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry The routinised use of ultrasound:
Blessing or burden in women's pregnancy experiences? can bring once you are and not make your bag space
or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This The routinised
use of ultrasound: Blessing or burden in women's pregnancy experiences? having good arrangement in word
and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Daniel Martin:

You will get this The routinised use of ultrasound: Blessing or burden in women's pregnancy experiences?
by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if
you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or
printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to
get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Chelsie Salls:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know that
little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your



current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra The
routinised use of ultrasound: Blessing or burden in women's pregnancy experiences?.
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