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This book is the first publication of a very early collection of Christian monastic rules from Roman Egypt.
Designed for the so-called White Monastery Federation, a community of monks and nuns who banded
together about 360 CE, the rules are quoted by the great monastic leader Shenoute of Atripe in his writings
of the fourth and fifth century. These rules provide new and intimate access to the earliest phases of Christian
communal (cenobitic) monasticism.

In this volume, Bentley Layton presents for the first time the Coptic text of the rules, amounting to five
hundred and ninety-five entries, accompanied by a clear and exact English translation. Four preliminary
chapters discuss the character of the rules in their historical and social context, and present new evidence for
the founding of the monastic federation. From passing remarks in the rules, Layton paints a brilliant picture
of monastic daily life and ascetic practice, organized around
six general topics: the monastery as a physical plant, the human makeup of the community, the pattern of
ascetic observances, the hierarchy of authority, the daily liturgy, and monastic economic life . The Canons of
Our Fathers will be a fundamental resource for readers interested in Christian
life in late antiquity, ascetic practices, and the history of monasticism in all its forms.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ehlers:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Canons of Our Fathers: Monastic Rules of Shenoute (Oxford Early
Christian Studies). Try to make the book The Canons of Our Fathers: Monastic Rules of Shenoute (Oxford
Early Christian Studies) as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Jackie Armstrong:

The feeling that you get from The Canons of Our Fathers: Monastic Rules of Shenoute (Oxford Early
Christian Studies) is a more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Canons of Our Fathers:
Monastic Rules of Shenoute (Oxford Early Christian Studies) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having this The Canons of Our Fathers: Monastic Rules of
Shenoute (Oxford Early Christian Studies) instantly.

Robert Tanaka:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Canons of Our Fathers: Monastic Rules of Shenoute (Oxford Early Christian Studies) provide you with new
experience in examining a book.

Margaret James:

You could spend your free time to read this book this book. This The Canons of Our Fathers: Monastic Rules
of Shenoute (Oxford Early Christian Studies) is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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