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Who owns your genetic information? Might it be the doctors who, in the course of removing your spleen,
decode afew cells and turn them into a patented product? In 1990 the Supreme Court of Californiasaid yes,
marking another milestone on the information superhighway. This extraordinary caseis one of the many that
James Boyle takes up in Shamans, Software, and Spleens, atimely look at the infinitely tricky problems
posed by the information society. Discussing topics ranging from blackmail and insider trading to artificial
intelligence (with good-humored stops in microeconomics, intellectual property, and cultural studies along
the way), Boyle has produced awork that can fairly be called the first social theory of the information age.

Now more than ever, information is power, and questions about who owns it, who controlsit, and who gets
to use it carry powerful implications. These are the questions Boyle explores in matters as diverse as
autodialers and direct advertising, electronic bulletin boards and consumer databases, ethno-botany and
indigenous pharmaceuticals, the right of publicity (why Johnny Carson owns the phrase "Here's Johnny!"),
and the right to privacy (does J. D. Salinger "own" the letters he's sent?). Boyle finds that our ideas about
intellectual property rights rest on the notion of the Romantic author--a notion that Boyle maintainsis not
only outmoded but actually counterproductive, restricting debate, slowing innovation, and widening the gap
between rich and poor nations. What emerges from thislively discussion is a compelling argument for
relaxing the initial protection of authors works and expanding the concept of the fair use of information. For
those with an interest in the legal, ethical, and economic ramifications of the dissemination of information--
in short, for every member of the information society, willing or unwilling--this book makes a case that
cannot be ignored.
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From reader reviews:
LauraGrier:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Y es, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
amove, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Shamans, Software,
and Spleens? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can spend your time along with
your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Joseph Nixon:

This Shamans, Software, and Spleens is great publication for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. Thiskind
of book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So
if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Shamans, Software, and
Spleensin your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say
that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this publication aready do that.
S0, thisis certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Billy Migliore:

Y ou can find this Shamans, Software, and Spleens by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide
are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern
era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your own persona ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let'stry to choose appropriate ways for you.

Jose Said:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get ahalf regions of the book. Y ou can choose the book Shamans, Software, and Spleens to make your
current reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading expertise is devel oping when you like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and
looking at especially. It isto befirst opinion for you to like to start abook and read it. Beside that the guide
Shamans, Software, and Spleens can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse
with the information must you're doing of these time.
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