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The phenomenon of celebrity burst upon the world scene about a century ago, as movies and modern media
brought exceptional, larger-than-life personalities before the masses. During the same era, modernist authors
were creating works that defined high culture in our society and set aesthetics apart from the middie- and
low-brow culture in which celebrity supposedly resides. To challenge this ingrained dichotomy between
modernism and cel ebrity, Jonathan Goldman offers a provocative new reading of early twentieth-century
culture and the formal experiments that constitute modernist literature's unmistakable legacy. He argues that
the literary innovations of the modernists are indeed best understood as a participant in the popular
phenomenon of celebrity.Presenting a persuasive argument as well as a chronicle of modernism's and
celebrity's shared history, Modernism Is the Literature of Celebrity begins by unraveling the uncanny
syncretism between Oscar Wilde's writings and his public life. Goldman explains that Wilde, in shaping his
instantly identifiable public image, provided a model for both literary and celebrity cultures in the decades
that followed. In subsequent chapters, Goldman traces this lineage through two luminaries of the modernist
canon, James Joyce and Gertrude Stein, before turning to the cinema of mega-star Charlie Chaplin. He
investigates how celebrity and modernism intertwine in the work of two less obvious modernist subjects,
Jean Rhys and John Dos Passos. Turning previous criticism on its head, Goldman demonstrates that the
authoria self-fashioning particular to modernism and generated by modernist technique helps create
celebrity aswe now know it.
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From reader reviews:
Ryan Pear son:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading habit give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one using theme for
entertaining for example comic or novel. The Modernism Is the Literature of Celebrity (Literary Modernism
Series) iskind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Amanda Chatham:

The particular book Modernism Is the Literature of Celebrity (Literary Modernism Series) hasalot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was published by the
very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Jill Goulet:

The book untitled Modernism Is the Literature of Celebrity (Literary Modernism Series) contain alot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The languageis very
straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. Y ou can actually read
this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice examine.

Benjamin Munk:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the top
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It isidentified as of book
Modernism Isthe Literature of Celebrity (Literary Modernism Series). Y ou can contribute your knowledge
by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It
ismost critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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