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During the long dry season, Tupuri men and women in northern Cameroon gather in gurna camps outside
their villages to learn the songs that will be performed at widely attended celebrations to honor the year’s
dead. The gurna provides a space for them to join together in solidarity to care for their cattle, fatten their
bodies, and share local stories. But why does the gurna remain meaningful in the modern nation-state of
Cameroon? In Journey of Song, Clare A. Ignatowski explores the vitality of gurna ritual in the context of
village life and urban neighborhoods. She shows how Tupuri songs borrow from political discourse on
democracy in Cameroon and make light of human foibles, publicize scandals, promote the prestige of
dancers, and provide an arena for powerful social commentary on the challenges of modern life. In the
context of broad social change in Africa, Ignatowski explores the creative and communal process by which
local livelihoods and identities are validated in dance and song.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Halpin:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Journey of Song: Public
Life and Morality in Cameroon (African Expressive Cultures)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

John Davis:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what one you should start with. This Journey of Song: Public Life and Morality in
Cameroon (African Expressive Cultures) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Doreen Wolf:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Journey of Song: Public Life and Morality
in Cameroon (African Expressive Cultures) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Philip Martin:

Journey of Song: Public Life and Morality in Cameroon (African Expressive Cultures) can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Journey of Song: Public Life and Morality in Cameroon (African Expressive
Cultures) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of
crucial contemplating.
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