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Four Shin Buddhist thinkers reflect on their tradition’s encounter with modernity. Cultivating Spirituality is a
seminal anthology of Shin Buddhist thought, one that reflects this tradition’s encounter with modernity. Shin
(or Jodo Shinshu) is a popular form of Pure Land Buddhism, the most widely practiced form of Buddhism in
Japan, but is only now becoming well known in the West. The lives of the four thinkers included in the book
spanned the years 1863–1982, from the Meiji opening to the West to Japan’s establishment as an
industrialized democracy and world economic power. Kiyozawa Manshi, Soga Ryojin, Kaneko Daiei, and
Yasuda Rijin, all associated with Kyoto’s Otani University, dealt with the spiritual concerns of a society
undergoing great change. Their philosophical orientation known as “Seishinshugi” (“cultivating spirituality”)
provides a set of principles that prioritized personal, subjective experience as the basis for religious
understanding. In addition to providing access to work generally unavailable in English, this volume also
includes both a contextualizing introduction and introductions to each figure included. “Buddhism, whether
in Asia or the West, reveals itself to be a rich tapestry of diverse strands in which pioneers risked their
standing and even their very lives to establish new pathways appropriate for their times and places. The
editors … invite the reader to explore developments in Japanese Pure Land Buddhism as emblematic of this
tradition of innovation.” — Buddhadharma Mark L. Blum is Professor of Japanese at the University at
Albany, State University of New York. He is the author of The Origins and Development of Pure Land
Buddhism: A Study and Translation of Gyonen’s Jodo Homon Genrushoand the coeditor (with Shin’ya
Yasutomi) of Rennyo and the Roots of Modern Japanese Buddhism. Robert F. Rhodes is Professor of
Buddhist Studies at Otani University.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Pearce:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Cultivating Spirituality: A Modern
Shin Buddhist Anthology is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Alex Thayer:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Cultivating Spirituality: A Modern Shin Buddhist
Anthology can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Roy Larson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Cultivating
Spirituality: A Modern Shin Buddhist Anthology which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's observe.

Verna Tubbs:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Cultivating Spirituality: A
Modern Shin Buddhist Anthology.
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