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Hannah Lowe's first book of poems takes you on ajourney round her father, a Chinese-black Jamaican
migrant who disappeared at night to play cards or dice in London's old East End to support his family, an
unstable and dangerous existence that took itstoll on his physical and mental health. 'Chick' was his
gambling nickname. A shadowy figure in her childhood, Chick was only half known to her until she entered
the night world of the old man as ayoung woman. The name is the key to poems concerned with Chick's
death, the secret history of hislifein London, and her perceptions of him as afather. With London as their
backdrop, Hannah Lowe's deeply personal narrative poems are often filmic in effect and brimming with
sensory detail in their evocations of childhood and coming-of-age, love and loss of love, grief and regret.
'Chick opens with a powerful sequence of poems centred around the poet's memories of her Chinese/black
Jamaican father -a complex, larger than life character who came to London in the late 40s and eked out a
living as, among other things, a gambler. But the book is very much more than a personal reminiscence and
family history. Thisis a collection cross-hatched with myth and history, a hymn to London as much asto its
characters. Though al the poems have a strong, vividly cinematographic line, they are aso beautifully lyrical
-sung stories, offering us the glimpsed lives of strangers and lovers. But however poignant and moving it
may be, the collection remains doggedly celebratory of lifeitself, of people and place, loved and
remembered. Each poem takes us a little further into the mystery of livesin aworld that is as
incomprehensible asiit is unforgettable. Thisis an outstanding, unputdownable first collection' -John
Glenday. Shortlisted for the Forward Prize for Best First Collection and the Fenton Aldeburgh First
Collection Prize.
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From reader reviews:
Curtis Dugan:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Chick? Maybe it is being
best activity for you. Y ou already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Brandon Justice:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you alot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especialy hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Chick, it is
possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a e-book.

Anne Simons:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Chick this book consist alot of the information with the condition of this world
now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The diaect styles that writer use
to explainit is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's
why this book suitable al of you.

Jessica Seymore:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many guestion for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Chick as well as others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are hel ping them to increase their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Chick to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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