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Twenty-five years in the making, a first novel that has already been compared to The Sun Also Rises and The
Last Tycoon, Cheat and Charmer is certain to be one of the most admired literary debuts of the season.
Written by Pulitzer Prize—winning biographer Elizabeth Frank, Cheat and Charmer is a masterful and
richly detailed work of fiction–a Tolstoyan novel of marriage, sisterhood, art, politics, compromise, and
betrayal set in Hollywood, New York, Paris, and London of the 1950s.
Dinah Lasker grew up in the shadow of her sister, Veevi, a stunning beauty and emerging star who
enchanted both the Hollywood set and its imported New York literati. But Veevi’s home was also a hotbed
of political activity, owing to her marriage to Stefan Ventura, a Bulgarian filmmaker and high-profile
Communist. At the end of the 1930s, when things go badly for him in Hollywood, Ventura and Veevi flee to
Paris and into the lengthening shadows of Hitler and fascism.
Cut to 1951, when Dinah is subpoenaed by the House Un-American Activities Committee, which threatens
to ruin her husband, Jake, and derail his successful career as a Hollywood writer, producer, and director
unless she cooperates. Can Dinah live with herself if she names Veevi–whom she both loves and loathes–in
order to save her husband and preserve her idyllic married life? The choices Dinah makes set in motion an
unforgettable chain of events. Like Anna Karenina, Dinah must face the consequences of her choices and her
needs.
Written with elegance and style, Cheat and Charmer grippingly dramatizes the interior lives of Dinah,
Veevi, Jake, and their social circle. Spanning decades and following complex characters on their
impassioned pursuits through America and Europe, this is a novel of grand scope, about love and deception,
idealism and accommodation, the lies we live, and the truths we cannot avoid.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Gene Taylor:

This Cheat and Charmer: A Novel are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Cheat and Charmer: A Novel can be one of the great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that
perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere
and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Cheat and Charmer: A Novel
giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that
we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Pat Tran:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read the book.
It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long to
reading a e-book. The book Cheat and Charmer: A Novel it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people
that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Anne Shivers:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have
that. What you must do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some
books. One of several books in the top list in your reading list is usually Cheat and Charmer: A Novel. This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Pamela Wilson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Cheat and Charmer: A Novel as
well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to
read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping
them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Cheat and
Charmer: A Novel to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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